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Friends of Sandy Lake 
committee Recommendations

Approved at the September 3, 2017 meeting
1. work with the Municipality of Harrison Park to setup an inspection station at the main dock to be operational by the May 2018 long

weekend.  Training of staff and volunteers would be done by the Province.   

2. close all other boat launches at Sandy Lake.

3. setup lockable gates to prevent boats from launching without being inspected.

4. We should investigate setting up a decontamination station with the help of the 
Province and Municipality of Harrison Park.  This would not be necessary if the 
Province sets up a decontamination station within 30 minutes of Sandy Lake.



Letter from James Duncan 
Director, Wildlife and Fisheries Branch, 

Manitoba Department of Sustainable Development
November 9, 2017

Victor Kowall received this letter in response to an email 
dated October 20, 2017 he sent to Greg Nesbitt, MLA for 
Riding Mountain and others. 



Letter from James Duncan (continued)

The letter: 

• Acknowledges the collaborative work being done by Friends of Sandy Lake, the 
Municipality of Harrison Park and the Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve with The 
Province regarding AIS, 

• Explains the strategy used to determine locations for decontamination stations,

• Gives some statistics on the number of inspections and decontaminations done by 
The Province, and

• Outlines some of the things The Province is working on.



Letter from James Duncan (continued)

Placement of Stations (Strategy)

“The Central Control Zone (Lake Winnipeg and the Red River) was established for 
preventing the spread of zebra mussels. The Watercraft Inspection program and 
placement of its stations, such as at Grand Rapids, Eriksdale, Headingley, and 
Selkirk, function to intercept western movement of watercraft away from the 
Central Control Zone. It is both strategic and effective to intercept trailered 
watercraft closest to the source of the concern whenever possible, and in this case, 
our goal is to contain the threat before it reaches western Manitoba. It is the law 
for trailered watercraft to stop at Watercraft Inspection Stations. While 
placement of a station close to Sandy Lake at Minnedosa would provide local 
benefit, it would not have the same strategic value in intercepting trailered 
watercraft moving within the province as the locations currently used in 2017.”



Letter from James Duncan (continued)

Placement of Stations (Review)

“An annual end of season review of the inspection station results is 
conducted to assess the aquatic invasive species monitoring 
program to ensure that the decontamination stations are located at 
key pinch points between waters with aquatic invasive species and 
those without. We acknowledge that there are other strategic 
locations where a watercraft inspection station could be deployed 
and will consider your feedback and suggestions when developing 
the 2018 program.”



Letter from James Duncan (continued)

Interpretation

The Province of Manitoba will not locate an 

AIS Inspection / Decontamination Station 

within a 30 minute drive of Sandy Lake.



Conclusion

A decontamination station at Sandy Lake is needed because: 

1. The Province is not able to intercept all watercraft that have been 
launched in a control zone or are from the USA.

2. It is likely that some high risk watercraft will arrive at a boat 
launch within the Municipality of Harrison Park.

3. If a watercraft requires decontamination before launching into 
one of our lakes, the owner is likely to violate the Water 
Protection Act and launch unless there is a nearby 
decontamination station. 

4. An AIS Decontamination Station located at the town of Sandy 
Lake will help protect all lakes within the Municipality.



How Will the Province Help?

The Province: 
1. Will provide specifications for a 

decontamination station
2. Will train staff and volunteers how to 

decontaminate watercraft 



How Can the Municipality Help?

The Municipality of Harrison Park will hopefully: 

1. Provide a location for the Decontamination Station,

2. Provide Water and electricity for the decontamination 
process,

3. Upgrade the electrical service from 100A to 200A if 
necessary, and

4. Allow access to the site and equipment as necessary. 



Proposed Location

The Decontaminate 
equipment would be setup 
inside the building along the 
wall to the left of the big 
doors.

A hose would be passed 
through the wall to the 
decontamination area.

An area to the left of the 
building would be used to 
recover the waste water 
used in the decontamination 
process.



Proposed Location

The Decontaminate 
equipment would 
be setup along this 
wall.
The hose used to 

decontaminate 
watercraft would be 
passed through an 
existing hole in the 
wall.





The Province uses the LANDA ECOS 7000

• The Province owns several units.  

• They are mobile units capable of: 
• reclaiming, 
• cleaning and 
• recycling water 
used in the AIS decontamination process.

• Each unit costs about $35,000.



Riding Mountain National Park 
built their own unit for about $15,000 

not including labour



Hydro Engineering Solutions
Mobile solution (GHO-WDS) about $25,000

Stationary solution (EHGV 4-3000) about $20,000 (not including labour)
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